""The dam has broken'
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MOLD ORDERS ON AN UPSWING 0 0
Despite a slow start ta the year for some moldmakers, anecdotal evidence shows business numbel’ OfplanlCS Zi’lduSﬂ’y
has picked up again in the second quarter.

“The dam has broken,” says Tom Meisels, vice-president, FG.L. Precision Works Ltd. Oi’gai’liZCltZ.OﬂS, Z‘ﬂCZI/ldl’ﬂg the
(Concord, Ont.). “With all the quoting that was going on this spring, it had to break some-
time. | believe people were holding back, and they are now relaxing and spending money.

“We've been just swamped in the last month, and | hear that it is picking up all through CPIA MOld Makei’S DZVZSZO”;
the industry right now.”
FG.L. produces large injection and compression molds. Mechanl'cal Enginegrz'ng Tec-
In Windsor, Louis Papp, consultant with the Canadian Association of Moldmakers, says
there was a softening in the industry during the fall of 1998, but that business is now back

b eperadiovit hnology Advisory Committee

"Automative model changes were delayed, some companies were changing to design
50urc‘es in Europe and the Far East, while others were bringing work from Europe to North Of Geo;fgg Brown Collggg and
American shops,” he says. The market has settled and the mold business rebounded in
May and June. 0

Several other Toronto-area moldmakers we polled noted a similar slowdown in the first Seﬂeca COllege AdWSO”y Com'

quarter of 1999, with April, May and June showing increased business.

Automotive changeover was again cited as a reason, as well as fear of inflation. mz’l‘l‘ggfb;f the CNC Prog;fam_
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